
 

15 Best Sites to Read Free Books Online 
Without Downloading 

 

Have you ever thought of reading books online without downloading? Actually, there 

are lots of websites that legally offer free books for reading online. With such 

websites, you don't need to download and waste time transferring the books to your 

eReader or tablet, since you can read the entire books easily and conveniently just in 

a browser.  

In this post, you'll discover a top list of the sites to read free books online without 

downloading. The sites listed here may offer options for downloads, but they all 

definitely offer free books for reading online. Just visit a site to start reading now! 

1. Project Gutenberg 

Project Gutenberg is an online library of over 60,000 free eBooks that you can 

download or read online without downloading. As the mother of all current ebook 

sites, Project Gutenberg offers the world's great literature and classics. To read the 

book online, just simply click "Read this book online: HTML" to open the book in your 

browser. 

 

https://www.gutenberg.org/
https://www.epubor.com/


2. Google Books 

When it comes to a site to read books online, Google Books must be thought of. 

Book Search in Google Books works just like web search. Try a search on 

books.google.com. When the book with content that contains a match for your 

search terms is found, it will link to the book in your search results. If the book is out 

of copyright, or the publisher has given Google Books permission, you'll be able to 

see a preview of the book, and in some cases the full view of the entire text. If it's in 

the public domain, you're even free to download a PDF copy. 

 

3. Smashwords 

If you want to read free books that aren't just fiction, Smashwords is the website for 

you. There are a variety of genres, including fiction, non-fiction, essay, plays, poetry, 

and screenplays. Just make sure that you click the "Free" tab when you search for 

books, because not all the site's 300,000 books are free. And for those ebooks that 

can be read online, there will be an "Online Reader" option under "Downloads" that 

you can click to read in the browser. 

https://books.google.com/
https://www.epubor.com/how-to-download-google-books-as-pdf.html
https://www.smashwords.com/


 

4. ManyBooks 

ManyBooks is another good site where you can read books online for free. Currently, 

this site offers more than 50,000 titles. Among all the sites in this list, ManyBooks 

has the most beautifully-designed interface. You can browse the free books by 

genre, title, author, or search for any book you want by keywords.  

 

https://manybooks.net/


5. Internet Archive 

Internet Archive is a non-profit digital library offering free universal access to digital 

contents including books, images, videos, audios and software. It offers over 

20,000,000 books and texts. You can download the ebooks to PDF, EPUB, Kindle 

format, or read the books online without downloading. To start reading, just click on 

the book cover and it will be opened automatically in the browser. The most 

impressive feature for this online reader is the realistic page-turning animation, just 

like reading a physical book instead of an ebook.  

 

6. Open Library 

Open Library is an online project intended to create "one web page for every book 

ever published". It's a separate project of the Internet Archive focused on collecting 

library records. Open Library provides online access to 3,000,000 public domain and 

out-of-print books. Compared with Internet Archive, the Open Library website is more 

user-friendly, which makes you find the books you need much quicker. 

https://archive.org/details/books
https://openlibrary.org/


 

7. HathiTrust Digital Library 

HathiTrust is a partnership of over 90 (still growing) academic and research 

institutions worldwide, offering a collection of over 10 million titles from research 

libraries including content digitized via Google Books and the Internet Archive 

digitization initiatives, as well as content digitized locally by libraries. Just type the 

book in the search bar to find the book you need. After that, simply click the "Full 

View" and the online reader will open immediately. 

 

https://www.hathitrust.org/


8. Bookboon 

Bookboon is an online publishing company of ebooks, focused on publishing 

eTextbooks for students. You can sign up for free to read 1000+ free textbooks 

online without downloading. Most of the textbooks in Bookboon are written by 

professors from the world's top universities. The subjects covered by Bookboon's 

student textbooks including Human Resource Management, IT, Economics, Natural 

Science, Management, Engineering and more. 

 

9. Wattpad 

Wattpad is one of the most popular ebook reading websites in the world. It connects 

a global community of 80 million readers and writers through the power of story. So 

there is a wide variety of ebooks that can found in Wattpad. You can browse and 

select the book that you want to read, click on its cover and a pop-up window will 

appear. Then click on the "Read" button to start reading online. 

https://bookboon.com/
https://www.wattpad.com/


 

10. Read Print 

Read Print is an online community for users who enjoy books and reading. Members 

can utilize many services that include features to read free books online, rate and 

review books, stories, and poems, create an online bookshelf as well as search for 

and create groups of books. Furthermore, Read Print is one of Time Magazine's 50 

best websites. You can find lots of classics in this site. 

 

http://www.readprint.com/


11. BookRix 

Bookrix is a social network website where you can read books from self-published 

authors and from the public domain, and you are able to make comment on the book 

you are reading. In the directory of "Free eBooks", you can find books in various 

categories, such as Fantasy, Romance, Thriller, Fiction, Science Fiction. When you 

find the book you want to read, click on its book cover to open the page of book 

details. You can find "Read Book" next to "Download'. Just tap it to read the book 

online without downloading it. 

 

12. PublicBookshelf 

PublicBookshelf is a platform enabling authors and readers to connect. At 

PublicBookshelf you can read free books online - over 650 full-length, quality 

romance novels to capture your heart - from your computer or smartphone. There is 

a "Read" button at the bottom of each book. Just click it to open it in the browser to 

read online. 

https://www.bookrix.com/
http://www.publicbookshelf.com/


 

13. ReadCentral 

ReadCentral is a veritable goldmine of free online books, quotes and poems by the 

most widely-read and best-known masters from across the world, like Jane Austen, 

Dickens, Shakespeare, Mark Twain and many more. You can read books in 

ReadCentral from your PC or mobile with no downloads and no subscriptions. Just 

read books online for free. 

 

https://www.readcentral.com/


14. Read Any Book 

Read Any Book is one of the best places for reading free books online without 

downloading. You can browse your favorite books and read them free in the site. 

Best fiction books and free book series are always available here. And the ratings for 

books may help you decide which one to choose to read. 

 

15. International Children's Digital Library 

International Children's Digital Library Foundation is a free online library of digitized 

children's books in at least 100 languages. The collection's focus is on identifying 

materials that help children to understand the world around them and the global 

society in which they live. The materials in the collection, all presented in the original 

languages in which they were published, reflect similarities and differences in 

cultures, societies, interests, and lifestyles of peoples around the world. 

https://readanybook.com/
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/


 

Bonus Tips: If you have ever purchased or downloaded some ebooks from online 

ebook stores like Kindle, Kobo, Google Play Books, or any other sources, and are 

looking for a tool to convert the ebook formats in order to read on a selected device, 

you must download Epubor Ultimate to have a try. It offers the most powerful 

functions for decrypting and converting any ebooks to PDF, ePub, Mobi, TXT, 

AZW3.  

Detailed Guide: How to Decrypt and Convert eBooks from Kindle/Kobo/Google 

Play Books. 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.epubor.com/ultimate.html
https://www.epubor.com/best-drm-removal-tool-for-ebooks.html
https://www.epubor.com/best-drm-removal-tool-for-ebooks.html


Suggested Reading 

• Free Ebook Download Site without Registration(100% Work) 

• 50+ Sites for Free Audio Books Online Listen without Downloading 

• 2020 Best EPUB Converter Download for All eBook Formats (With Steps)  
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